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GOVERNOR AND FIRST LADY DISTRIBUTE BOOKS TO CHILDREN OF DEPLOYED 
FORT BRAGG TROOPS 

 
RALEIGH - Gov. Mike Easley and First Lady Mary Easley distributed the first batch of books 
donated by Scholastic Inc. to students at Holbrook Elementary School at Fort Bragg on Thursday.  
Scholastic Inc., the global children’s publishing and media company, has answered Gov. Easley's call 
to provide assistance by donating 50,000 books for children of the estimated 50,000 North Carolina 
military personnel who have been deployed to the Middle East.   
 
"Soon, I hope we will celebrate the return and reunion of our troops, but right now we need to focus on 
ways to help the families and communities that they have had to leave behind," said Easley.  "We hope 
that these books will play a small part in helping taking our children's minds off of the war and on 
education and learning - where it should be.  This donation by Scholastic is an excellent example of 
how an organization or business can use their resources to support our military families." 

All students at Holbrook Elementary are dependents of military personnel living on Fort Bragg.  
Scholastic will provide a wide range of age-appropriate books such as, Clifford the Big Red Dog™ and 
The Magic School Bus. 
 
"With so many parents being deployed from North Carolina, we hope these books provide the families 
and children with comfort and enjoyment," said Karen Proctor, Vice President of Government Affairs 
at Scholastic.  "Thanks to Governor and Mrs. Easley, Scholastic is able to bring the joy of reading to 
these families and provide children of all ages the chance to experience the magic of books."  

Gov. Easley will be joined by Major General David M. Mize, Camp Lejeune commanding 
general, and the North Carolina Bankers Association to promote Operation ROTC (Reaching 
Out To Communities on Tuesday (April 22) at 2 p.m. at the Tarawa Terrace Day Care Center 
(Building TT86) in Camp Lejeune.  Easley will also distribute Scholastic Inc. books to the 
children at the Day Care Center.    
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